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Do you know?

|:| Many types of food and drink have their origins within the Catholic church
including the cappuccino.

|:| In the original languages, the Bible's word count is about 611,000.

|:| Tertullian is the first person to coin the word Trinity in this treatise against
praxeas.

|:| IN1631, once English-language Bibles were finally legal, publisher Robert Barker
came out with a version most notable for its omission involving the 7th
Commandment: “Thou shalt commit adultery.” About 1,000 copies of this
Sinner’s Bible (aka the Adulterous Bible or the Wicked Bible) were distributed
before. Only 9 of these Bibles exist today. The wicked bible surfaced online for
the first time in 2008. To this day, the book’s current value rose to $100,000.
Bulk copies of the wicked bible were quickly discarded and destroyed, and
only several copies remain today. What a difference one little word can make!




CHURCH FATHERS-
AMONG GREAT CLOUD
OF WITNESSES

The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews wrote that we Christians are
surrounded by such a great cloud of witness. Standing in the first century he
mentioned few Old Testament saints and it was difficult for him to mention
all heroes of faith and their respective story. How much more of a difficult
task would it be for us to do this in the twenty first century? We simply
repeat the same question that the writer asked, what more shall I say?(Heb
11:32). But in this article I am going to pick and write to you about only one
church father among great multitude of saints. I choose St. Athanasius, the
Father of orthodoxy for today.

The time was just on the brink of freedom from persecution under
Diocletian, tetrarch of the Roman Empire. The church began to taste this
freedom under the first Christian emperor Constantine. But a few years later
Arius, an Alexandrian presbyter, began to teach concerning Christ that there
was a time He was not. This teaching denied the divinity of Christ. As a
result, the fourth century church began to face crisis, dispute and division.
For the devil works not only in persecution but also through deception (false
teaching) and corruption. This dispute was so great it became a concern for
Emperor Constantine, for it became a threat for the unity of the empire.
Therefore, he convened the first ecumenical council, the council of Nicea.
More than 250 bishops attended the council. Most of them bear the mark of
Jesus on their body from torture under the former emperor Diocletian. St.
Athanasius attended the council as a voteless deacon with his mentor bishop
Alexander of Alexandria. At the council, Arianism was condemned as a
heresy and the Nicene Creed was formulated. But the controversy continued
after the council due to the Arian bishops and emperors. Three years later
bishop Alexander died, and St. Athanasius was ordained as the bishop of the
Alexandrian church. It became his full time duty to defend the Nicene
Creed, to contend for orthodoxy.




CHURCH FATHERS-
AMONG GREAT CLOUD
OF WITNESSES

Athanasius was an Egyptian by birth and a Greek by education. He was raised in a
Christian family. He completed his Christian and liberal education at the famous
catechetical school at Alexandria, the second most important city in the Roman
Empire next to Rome. St. Athanasius had not yet reached the canonical age (30
years) when he was ordained as bishop of Alexandrian church. He was a virtuous
man as witnessed by his own contemporary Gregory of Nazianzus. He once said,
In praising Athanasius I shall be praising virtue because he had, or, to speak more
truly, he has embraced virtue in its entirety. He continued In praising virtue I
shall be praising God who gives virtue to men. He is known as one of four great
eastern doctor of faith in the Catholic Church. And he is labeled as the father of
orthodoxy by the Eastern Orthodox Church.

Much of his life was occupied by the struggle with Arian bishops and emperors.
He was exiled five times under four emperors. He spent 17 of 45years of his
service in exile from Trier (modern day Germany) to Rome, and from Rome to
the Egyptian desert. He was notable for his work on the matter of the incarnation
especially on his books Deincarnatione, Contra Gentes, his Festal letters- some of
which have bearing on the New Testament cannons. The letters of Serapion-
which defended the deity of the Holy Spirit and Four orations against the Arians-
his dogmatic masterpiece, The life of saint Antony were also among his notable
works. His effort gained success after his death. Arianism was defeated once and
for all at the second ecumenical council, the council of Constantinople.

His life struggle teaches us one thing, as Paul wrote, For we cannot do anything
against the truth, but only for the truth (2cor 13:8). We should seek the truth, hear
the truth, learn the truth, love the truth and defend the truth until death. And
finally, truth prevails! as Jan Hus screamed while burning at stake.




CHURCH FATHERS-
AMONG GREAT CLOUD
OF WITNESSES

I shall close this article with the Nicene Creed that St. Athanasius was contending for:

We believe in one God,
The Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
The only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all ages;
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God;
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.
Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost,
The Lord and Giver of Life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
And the life of the world to come. Amen!!
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Do you know?

|:| Christianity is the most persecuted religion in the world. Estimated 70 million
Christians are killed for their faith.

The Dead Sea Scrolls are the oldest set of Biblical manuscripts we have in

|:| existence. In 1947, these ancient documents were discovered in 12 caves in the
West Bank. A Bedouin shepherd found the initial scrolls while looking for a
lost goat. He threw a rock into the cave and heard the sound of shattered
pots. Inside the cave, were the first seven scrolls, containing the entire
manuscript of the Book of Isaiah and other ancient non-biblical literature.

|:| There are 21 recorded dreams(not visions) and most of them were seen by
two different men named Joseph!(11 to be exact).

|:| Over 100 million copies of the Bible are sold each year.
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