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AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO

This one August day was charming, and in a garden full of life and
peace, a man sitting under a fig tree with a gloomy face was sobbing
over his own miserable state, and moaning bitter heartedly " and you, O

n

lord, how long? How long Lord, will you be angry, forever? .." ; when
he heard a child from a neighboring house chanting " tolle, lege; take
up, read". He wondered if he ever known a children's song like it, as he
found out there was none, he took it as a sign from God and rushed to
his friend and randomly took up a manuscript from Paul from the books
they had been reading. At once, his eyes landed on," not in rioting and
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and
envying.

But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the
flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof." Roman's 13: 13-14. And in his own
words "No further would I read, nor did I need; for instantly, as the
sentence ended, by alight, as it were, of confidence flooded into my
heart, all the gloom of doubt vanished away,". After this, the man was
changed altogether and came to be known to us, as Augustine of Hippo,
doctor of the church. This is one of the most well-known conversion
stories, and is found in Confessions, an autobiographical memoir by
Augustine, and the story of redemption of one of the most influential
theologians of the church.

" Thou hast made us for thyself and our hearts are restless till they find
their rest in thee"

Augustine
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Aurelius Augustus was born in Tagaste, Numida (in modern day
Algeria) in 354 A.D. to an upper-class family. His father patricus was
an unbeliever and his mother Monica was a devout Christian, who had
diligently sought after his early Christian education.

At the age of eleven, he was sent to a school at Madurus and at
seventeen, he set off to school at Carthage to study rhetoric. There, as a
young man he had lived a life of fleshy excesses and sexual
indulgences. Later on, he began to develop a keen interest in philosophy
and knowledge, as he immersed himself in the writings of Cicero, and
gradually began to abandon his mother's religion. In its place he came to
embrace Manichaeism, a dualistic religion that taught individuals to
save themselves by seeking knowledge. And, as Manichaeism had
proven intellectually unsatisfying, he turned to skepticism of the new
academy, and then to Neoplatonism, which may have paved a way for
his return to Christianity.

" Complete abstinence is easier than perfect moderation "

Augustine

14
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In 373, he returned to his hometown after he completed his studies to
setup a school of rhetoric, and taught some Manichaeism on the side.
But after two years he relocated to Carthage, as his mother kicked him
out of her house. However, in 383 he went to Rome to open a school
there, but the circumstances there had turned out to be disappointing. In
the midst of this, he was given a position as a rhetoric professor to the
imperial court at Milan and moved there as the possessor of one of the
most prestigious positions. Through all of this, he never laid off his life
of indulgences, and his mother has never ceased praying for him, as he
wrote in Confessions, it was when she had been praying and weeping
for him that she saw a dream that kindled a hope in her, that he would
come to where she is.

Shortly after he resettled in Milan, Monica followed him, to arrange a
suitable marriage for her son, after his 15 years of affair with a woman
who he deeply loved and had a son with named Adeodatus; and This led
to a split in the relationship and emotional turmoil that sued after.
Following this, his mother introduced him to Ambrose in Milan, a prose
orator and preacher of the gospel. He initially was drawn towards him
due to his rhetoric abilities and oratory skills; But later he would be
influenced by his preaching, and this would play a big role in his return
to his childhood faith. Adding to the emotional strains of forsaking his
mistress and the continuous shift in philosophies, Augustine was
struggling with himself, for years he had sought to overcome his fleshy
passions and nothing seemed to help. In the midst of all of this, was his
famous "garden" conversion; alas, once and for all occasioned the
sealing of the chains of events that led to it.

"Give what you command and command what you will."

Augustine
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Augustine's conversion had sent shockwaves through his life. He had to
quit his professionalism and retreat to study Christianity and
Neoplatonism. On Easter Sunday 387, his son and him were baptized by
Ambrose. Following this, he and his son returned to Tasgate and by the
time he reached his hometown, he had lost his mother and one of his
closest friends. Soon after his son would die too and Augustine would
sell all his patrimony except his family home, which he turned into
monastery and started to live as a monk; but in 391 he would be
ordained to be a priest in Hippo against his will. Only eight years after
his baptism, in 395 he would be elected bishop of Hippo.

He became an eloquent preacher with >350 preserved sermons, though
also a heedful pastor to his congregation leading a monastic life in the
Episcopal residence. He preached the gospel to, and worked tirelessly to
convince the people of Hippo to convert to Christianity.

He defended the teachings of the church and her theology against
internal and external challenges, sometimes even overbearingly. He
raided against Donatists, a Christian separatist sect created after the
great persecution of emperor Diocletian, since they believed the catholic
church had been compromised and her leaders had betrayed her; He
championed the position of the Catholic church doctrine on the
sacrament as "ex opero operato" and emphasizes the "invisible" church.
One of his most notable theological controversies came from pelagius, a
devout British monk, who taught about free will as the main ,perhaps
the sole, cause of sin and salvation, that people need to exercise self-
control and righteousness; And Augustine on the contrary, strongly
stood firm on God's total sovereignty, "Original sin" as the source to sin
and Grace as the lone way to be justified from it, in his series of treaties:
on Grace & free will, on the Grace of Christ and on the original sin.
Eventually, Pelagius was excommunicated by the church in 417.

"Since it is God, we are speaking of, you do not understand it. If you
could understand it, it would not be God.

Augustine
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He also wrote other works like On the Trinity, where his writing led to
the clause filioque in the Nicene creed. In his book City of God, he
defended Christianity against claims that, it had caused the Roman
empire's downfall by Alaric, by turning eyes away from the Roman
gods; but he argued it was due to the empire's past sins.

" Mankind is divided into two sorts: such as live according to man, and
such as live according to God. These we call the two cities... The
heavenly city outshines Rome. There, instead of victory, is truth."”
Augustine

In 430 AD, a 76 years old Augustine died from a fever and his writings,
which having survived the vandals raid miraculously, took over the
torch of his contributions to the next generation and his theology has
become one of the most pivotal to the Church.

17
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Movie
suggestion

The Chosen is a television drama based on the life of Jesus of
Nazareth, Created, directed and co-written by American
filmmaker Dallas Jenkins. It is the first multi-season series about
the life of Jesus, and season one was the highest crowd-funded
TV series or film project of all time. The series' creators stated
that they had hoped to distinguish the new series from previous
portrayals of Jesus by crafting a multi-season, episode-based
story. The series portrays Jesus "through the eyes of those who
met him". In addition to VidAngel and its own app, the series
airs on several streaming services.
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The Fullness of Jesus

The nation of Israel had suffered under the tyranny of their oppressors. Babylonians,
Medes and Persians, Greeks and the Roman Empire had conquered and ruled the Palestine
region for centuries. Following the division of a Hellenistic Empire vastly expanded by
Alexander the great, the Seleucid dynasty ruled this region. Antiochus Epiphanes IV was one
of the Hellenistic king of the Seleucid dynasty. He was the first Seleucid king to use the
divine epithets on coins. He declared himself as a manifestation of God. He outlawed Jewish
religion traditions, ordered the worship of Zeus as a supreme god and desecrated the holy
temple of Jerusalem by offering pig sacrifice. These things led the Jewish people to revolt.
The revolt was successfully led by Judas Maccabean. He took Jerusalem and rededicate the
temple on Dec. 25,165 B.C. Jews celebrate this annually for eight days. It is called the Feast
of Dedication or Hanukkah.

Almost after two centuries had passed since the Maccabean victory against Antiochus
Epiphanes 1V, another man came to claim himself as a son of God, Jesus. The season was
winter and the time came for the festival of dedication at Jerusalem (John 10:22-33). The
Jewish leaders gathered around Jesus and asked him. “How long do you keep us in doubt? If
you are the Christ tell us plainly”. Then Jesus rebuked their unbelief. He told them that the
many good works he did in the name of his Father bear witness of him. Finally, Jesus said to
them “I and the Father are one”. Then the Jews became furious. They picked stones to kill
him. Not because of his good works but for blasphemy, for claiming himself as God while he
was a mere human being —in their human thinking. The Jews were brave enough to defeat that
blasphemous king, Antiochus Epiphanes IV. But they didn’t do well this time since they
rejected the Messianic king, the true God and eternal life.
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Throughout History many individuals and different religions denied that Jesus was a true God

manifested in the flesh. For instance, in fourth century A.D. Arius denied the deity of Jesus.
In our days Jehovah’s Witness, Islam deny his deity. But the Apostle John tells us in the very
first verse of his Gospel that Jesus was with God and he was God. Later on he clearly states
that God became flesh and dwelt among us. Our bible plainly states that Jesus Christ is the
son of God. The son created everything, the invisible and the visible. He sustains creation by
his powerful command. Through him, we have seen the glory of the one and only son. He has
the fullness of all divine perfections and attributes of God. In Christ, we his children, are
filled from his fullness. Jesus is our righteousness, holiness, redemption and peace. It really
gave God pleasure that all of himself is in Christ. From his fullness, he provided everything
we need. We need nothing extra. We have Jesus, the son of God and the son of Man.
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Service Teams of Our Fellowship

Down
1 “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in
their affliction...” ( James 1:27)
3 “O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker.” ( Ps 95:6)
5 “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. ( Mark
16:15)
6 “Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.”

( Proverbs 11:14)
Across
1 “... but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known

unto God. ( Phil 4:6)
2 “And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and

shall trust in the LORD.” ( Psalm 40:3)
4 “Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double tongued...” ( 1Tim 3:8)
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Join us

Telegram... t.me/juecsfcounseling
Facebook... juecsfcounselling official
phone number.. 09211184950r0919320277




